
 
 
THE T
We are fr
get calls 
black mo
members
majority 
then ther
 
For the re
misunder
 
For exam
find.  I di
 
 

Fo
so
in

 
T
fa
&

 
"T
an

 
 
These sta
fascinatio
of langua
envelope
article is 
 

Af
fr
so
bu

 
It is this s
omnipres
 

RUTH AB
frequently as
from worrie

old."  In fact,
s as to what t
was convinc

re are the oth

ecord, this n
rstanding fos

mple, I thoug
iscovered th

or those that 
ometimes call
ncluding, infec

he Toxic Mold
atal dangers t

& TORT NEW

These toxins a
nd the elderly

atements are
on and has g
age was even
ed the nation

entitled "Be

fter some of 
rom sinus infe
ome sort of b
uildings acros

sort of sensa
sent myth of

BOUT "T
ked question

ed building o
, I decided re
they "know"
ced that ther
her types, wh

notion of "tox
stered by ill-

ght I would p
he following 

are very sens
led black) or 
ction, disease

d Website is a
that it poses t

WS ONLINE)

are believed t
y." (Wickell) 

e illustrative 
gained an alm
n more preva

n.  The follow
eware: Toxic

it was identifi
ections to bra
biblical plague
ss the U.S. (H

ationalized re
f "toxic black

599 North A
Wakefield, 
Phone: 781
 

OXIC BL
ns such as "I
owners or oc
ecently to ta
" about "toxi
re is a bad-fo
hich for the m

xic black mo
-informed re

perform an in
statements o

sitive or immu
pathogenic m

e, cancer, and

a comprehens
to infants and
 

to be linked t

of how the c
most mythic,
alent in the e
wing excerpt
c Mold." 

ied as stachyb
in damage--a

e, toxic mold h
Hamilton)  

eportage tha
k mold." 

Avenue, Sui
MA 01880

1-245-1400

LACK MO
Is this mold t
ccupants sayi
ake an inform
ic black mol
or-you, illnes
most part are

old" is, to a l
eporters and 

nternet searc
on pages list

une-comprom
mold may caus
d in rare occas

sive guide to 
d individuals w

o memory los

concept of "t
, dangerous, 
early 2000s, 
t was taken f

botrys atra--a
an industrial h
has been cree

at has succee

ite 8 

OLD" 
toxic, or just
ing that they

mal poll amo
d."  To my g
ss-inducing, 
e benign. 

large degree
media outle

ch for "toxic 
ted at the ver

mised, exposu
se or contribu
sions death. (

many aspects
with weak imm

ss and to seve

toxic black m
and even sin
when it seem

from the July

a fungus that 
hygienist warn
eping through

eded in creat

t common m
y have discov
ong some frie
great surpris
black "toxic

, the result o
ts. 

mold" to se
ry top of my

ure to some sp
ute to more se
(ENVIROCHEC

s of mold and
mune system

ere lung prob

mold" has be
nister reputa
med as if a m
y 2001 issue

has been link
ned the Ilers 
h homes, scho

ing the seem

mold?"  Or, w
vered "toxic 
ends and fam
e, the vast 
c" mold, and

of 

ee what I cou
y search resu

pecies of toxic
erious illnesse
CK Website)

d the potentia
s. (TOXIC M

blems in infan

ecome a pub
ation.  This t
mold craze h
e of Time.  T

ked to everyth
to evacuate…
ools and othe

mingly 

we 

mily 

d 

uld 
lts. 

c (or 
es 

ally 
MOLD 

ts 

blic 
type 
had 
The 

hing 
… Like 
er 



 
 
But what
many cen
 
To put it 
critic of c
‘toxic mi
 
 

W
in
ca
n
ot

 
First of a
could rep
certain si
 
To say th
metabolit
 
However
a perfum
real ques
health eff
 
Accordin
Californi
MVOCs 
She goes
problems
of the MV
been dete
 
In fact, m
used in th
mycotox
and carda
caused by
 
The fact 
however 
more stud
environm
growth a

t is the truth?
nturies? 

in the word
common mo
ilk’ or ‘toxic

While it is tru
n death, the s
at dander. Th
ewspaper an
therwise a v

all, the “Blac
present a hug
ituations, and

hat a certain 
tes called "m

r, it must be 
me bottle, em
stion is the fo
ffects?"  

ng to Dr. Har
ia, "there are
themselves 

s on to say th
s, it is appare
VOCs are to
ected in indo

many of the s
he manufact
in that create
amom.  That
y geosmin, a

that mycoto
mean that in
dies are iden

ments.  Howe
are also many

 

?  Is there tru

s of Caoimh
old myths, “T
c walnuts’”(C

ue that some
same may be
he term “tox

nd television
very boring a

ck” part of “T
ge variety of
d other mold

type of mold
mycotoxins".

noted that w
itted from an
ollowing:  "H

rriet Burge, 
e neither exp
are likely to

hat, whereas 
ently not the
oxic, "the con
oor air, or ev

strong-smell
turing of vari
es much of t
t clean, fresh
another MVO

xins have no
ndoor mold g
ntifying heal
ever, we mu
y times envir

uly a mold th

hín P. Conne
There is no s
Connell, 1). 

 moulds may
e said about 
xic mould” w
n journalists a
and mundane

Toxic Black
f different or
ds can be eit

d is "toxic" i
.  These chem

we are expos
n exhaust pip
How much o

Director of A
perimental no
o cause health

it is known 
e MVOCs th
ncentrations

ven in small 

ling MVOCs
ious perfum
the odor that
h, earthy sme
OC. 

ot been foun
growth cann
lth problems
st be aware 
ronments su

hat is "toxic

ll, forensic i
such thing as
 He goes on

y elicit an an
cheese, or p

was a creatio
attempting t
e occurrence

k Mold” requ
rganisms.  M
ther black or

is to say that
micals, as th

ed to "toxins
pe, or ingest

of this toxic 

Aerobiology
or epidemiol
h effects, ev
that mold in
at are the ac

s necessary f
chambers in

s are regular
es and flavo
t we associat
ell that arise

nd to have a n
not detriment
 associated w
of the fact th

uitable for oth

"?  And whe

industrial hy
s “toxic mou

n to say the fo

naphylactic a
peanuts, or p
on of drama s
o sensationa

e. (Connell, 1

uires some di
Many differen
r white, depe

t at times the
he name sugg

s" everyday 
ted during a 
substance is 

y EMLAB P
logical studi

ven in the mo
n homes can 
ctual cause.  
for toxicity fa
n which the V

ly present in
ors.  Borneol
te with spice

es at the begi

negative imp
tal to one's h
with occupan
hat environm
her microbia

ere has this m

ygienist and a
uld” any mor
following: 

attack result
ine pollen, o
seeking  
alize what is 
1) 

iscussion.  “
nt molds ma
ending on the

ey produce s
gests, can in

– whether it
meal at McD
enough to c

&K in San B
ies that indic
oldiest of hom
indeed caus
She says tha

far exceed th
VOCs could 

n the environ
, for exampl

es such as ro
inning of a r

pact on healt
health.  In fa
ncy in damp

ments conduc
al growth su

mold been fo

an outspoken
re than there

ing  
or  

 

“Black” mold
ay appear bla
e environme

secondary 
ndeed be "tox

t is sprayed f
Donald's.  Th
cause negativ

Bruno, 
cate that the 
mes" (Burge

se some heal
at, whereas s
hose that hav

accumulate

nment and ar
le, is a 

osemary, thym
ainfall is in p

th does not 
act, more and
p, moldy 
cive to mold

uch as bacteri

or so 

n 
e is 

d 
ack in 
ent. 

xic."  

from 
he 
ve 

e, 4). 
lth 
some 
ve 
." 

re 

me, 
part 

d 

d 
ia.  



 
 
Many tim
 
So, when
certified 
order to p
be a prob
opportun
 
We at Ca
assessme
and our r
 
For addit
the Unite
http://ww
 
 
 
________
 
 
Works C
 
Burge, Ha
     Conne

 
Connell , 
     Techn
     applic

 
"ENVIROC
     2010.
 
Hamilton,
     Mold."
 
"TOXIC M
 
Wickell, J
     Compa
 
 
 

mes, when m

n you hear an
"toxic mold 
provoke an i
blem, but it c
nistic "expert

ashins & Ass
ents are thoro
recommenda

tional inform
ed States Cen
ww.cdc.gov/M

__________

Cited 

arriet. "How D
ections. 11.1 

Caoimhín P. 
ologies (2007

cations.com/m

CHECK Mold A
 

 Anita, Dan C
"Time.com  (2

OLD & TORT 

anet. "Toxic 
any, Web. 4 J

 

moisture is in

n advertisem
inspector," 

instinctual fe
can become 
ts." 

sociates are 
ough, our me
ations are cle

mation regard
nters for Dis
MOLD/basics.

____ 

Do Microbial V
 (2009): 15. 

"Indoor Fung
7): n. pag. W

moulds/habits

Assessment S

Cray, Maggie 
2001): n. pag

NEWS ONLIN

Molds in Hom
Jan 2010. 

nvolved, mol

ment for a "to
red flags sho

ear reaction 
a bigger pro

experts at ev
ethods and k
ear and straig

ding indoor m
sease Contro
htm. 

VOCs Affect I
Print. 

gal Habits."Fo
Web. 4 Jan 20
s.html>. 

ervices."ENV

 Sieger, Hilar
. Web. 4 Jan

E." 06 Nov. 2

mes, Stachybo

ld is not the 

oxic mold in
ould go up.  
in hopes of g

oblem when p

valuating the
knowledge a
ghtforward. 

mold and its
ol and Preven

Indoor Enviro

orensic Applic
010. <http://

VIROCHECK. I

ry Hylton, an
 2010.  

2003. eJUSTI

otrys chartar

only microsc

spection," or
Most of the

gaining your
put into the 

e risks presen
are based on 
  

s effects on h
ntion (CDC)

onments?." In

cations Consu
www.forensic

nc.. 2007. EN

d Michelle Mc

CE Group, W

um." About.c

copic intrud

r read that an
 time these t
r business.  I
hands of ill-

nted by indo
the latest sc

human health
) website at 

ndoor Environ

ulting     
c-  

NVIROCHECK,

cCalope. "Bew

eb. 4 Jan 20

com. The New

er. 

n individual
terms are use
Indoor mold
-informed, 

oor mold.  O
ientific findi

h, you can v

nment  

, Inc., Web. 4

ware: Toxic  

10. 

w York Times 

 is a 
ed in 

d can 

ur 
ings, 

visit 

4 Jan  

 


